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from across the department. “Bring the scanner over here. We need
some cheese spreaders.”

Since we don’t often eat spreadable cheese, Dave looked mildly
surprised, but managed to say, “Whatever you want, Kris.”

“Oh! Look at this metal cookbook stand with a SPLATTER PROTECTOR!” |
yelled, and picked up the box triumphantly. Never mind that I'd used a
cookbook all of twice in the last six months.

Dave finally tried to intervene.
“A dirty cookbook page is a sign of good use,” he offered.

“l don’t want our cookbooks all sticky and nasty,” | explained with
determination. “And the manager said we need more things on our
registry.”

By the puzzled look on Dave’s face, | could tell two things.

First, he thought the cookbook stand was just about the most useless
thing on the planet. Second, he thought I had lost my mind.

Clearly, it was time to leave.

As we walked by the checkout lanes on our way out, Dave took the
scanner and zapped a package of Altoids.

“We can’t register for Altoids,” | protested, far less amused than he and
the checkout clerks were.

“But the manager said we need more things on our registry,” he said,
shaking the tin.

The checkout clerk piped in, “Oh, we have people register for candy all
the time.”

Gee, thanks, lady.

Then, in a flash of clarity, | realized that Dave had been a trooper
through the whole registry process.

He put up with me changing my mind four times on bedroom color
schemes (and six times on specific bedspreads).

He put up with me sticking pictures of different dishes in front of his face
for weeks, accompanied by questions like, “Do you think this Kate Spade
contemporary pattern or that Lenox platinum band would coordinate
best with our serving platters? What do you mean you don’t care?”

All that patience, and he just wants a tin of Altoids on the registry? All
right. He’s more than earned it.

Kristin Brantmeier is an Appleton resident and a Post-Crescent
community columnist. She can be reached by e-mail at
pcletters@postcrescent.com
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