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My no-cable, cell-phone-only lifestyle isn’t perfect. The biggest
disadvantage of no cable is lousy TV reception. | can’t get NBC at all,
although | can usually wrangle my rabbit ears to get the other networks.
I fiddle with antenna length, position, rotation ... even my body stance.
My attempts to get reception have resulted in comedic displays of
“antenna gymnastics,” as one amused guest (who has cable)
commented.

Using only a cell phone presents some unique challenges as well. After |
made the switch, my first cell phone bill roughly equaled my car
payment. Stunned, | quickly educated myself on “peak” vs. “off-peak”
minutes, and my bills dropped.

Between minute limits, dropped calls and low batteries, there’'s some
inconvenience to depending entirely on my cell phone. Plus, cell phones
are easy to misplace. Losing track of a cell phone is always a pain, but
when it’s your only phone, it’'s downright traumatic.

Recently, my sister visited my house. She left wearing my jacket by
mistake. No big deal, except that my cell phone was in the pocket. Since
she had my only phone, | couldn’t call her to tell her to bring it back. 1
felt completely helpless, standing in own living room without any means
to contact the outside world (short of going outside and yelling in the
streets, of course).

Given all the plusses and minuses of living without cable and a home
phone, | can’'t recommend that everyone disconnect (I’'m sure the cable
and phone companies are relieved). But for me, the $1,000 in yearly
savings is well worth the few hassles.

Now, if only I could figure out a way to use my cell phone to get perfect
TV reception.

Kristin Brantmeier is an Appleton resident and Post-Crescent community
columnist. She can be reached by e-mail at pcletters@postcrescent.com
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